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REMARKS 

Claims 1-8 and 10 are presently pending in the application. Favorable reconsideration of 
the application is requested. 

Withdrawal of the rejection of claims 1, 3-9 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by DeVitt et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 5,212.733) is requested. The present invention as 
defined by the amended claims is directed to an audio mixer. The audio mixer includes an effect 
algorithm processor in each signal path of a plurality of channels of audio signals. An addition 
processor performs and addition processing function on signals delivered from the respective 
channels. A mode changeover switch configures respective effect algorithm processors in 
accordance with a operation mode selected by the mode changeover switch. A controller 
responsive to the selected operation mode changeover switch concurrently controls at least two 
of the functions of the effect algorithm processors and the addition processor. 

Turning now to the DeVitt et ah reference (U.S. Pat. No. 5,21 2,733), a mixing system is 
shown which mixes one or more audio input signals into a plurality of sound output signals. The 
DeVitt et al. reference (U.S. Pat No. 5,212,733) does not disclose an effector function for each 
effect algorithm processor. In accordance with amended claim 1 , the effector function can be 
changed from a single fingertip operation so that at least two functions of the effect algorithm 
processors and the addition processor are controlled In this way, parameters of the effector 
function, such as cut-off frequency, flher gain, reverberation, delay echo, etc. can be 
incorporated together to obtain a cross fade output signal. 
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The addition processor of the present invention performs an addition processing of two or 
more input audio signals into a single output signal. At least two of the functions of the effect 
algorithm processors and the addition processor can be varied by means of first and second 
control signals delivered from the in-plane sensor which are obtained by a single fingertip 
operation. The invention is particularly useful in performing improved controllability over a 
plurality of sound effects during a cross fade operation where two or more signals are mixed into 
a single output signal. The cited reference to DeVitt et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 5,212,733) fails to 
disclose this feature and cannot anticipate the claims. 

Withdrawal of the rejection of claim 2 under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as being unpatentable over 
DeVitt et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 5,212,733) in view of Frassinetti (U.S. Pat. No. 5,237,619) is 
requested. The foregoing features which were noted to be absent in DeVitt et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 
5,212,733), are also believed to be absent in Frassinetti (U.S. Pat. No. 5,237,619). For instance, 
the use of the effect algorithm processor in each of the channels where two parameters are 
controlled from a single fingertip operation do not appear to be disclosed in this reference as 
well. Accordingly, the combination of the reference with the primary reference cannot yield or 
suggest the subject matter of rejected claim I or claim 2 which carries all the limitations of claim 
1. 

Withdrawal of claim 10 under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as being unpatentable over DeVitt et al. 
(U.S. Pat. No. 5,212,733) in view of Bargauan (U.S. Pat. No.5,933,505) is requested. The 
Bargauan (U.S. Pat. No.5,933,505) device describes a method for individually adjusting signal 
levels of a multichannel mixer. In reviewing the reference, there is no effect algorithm processor 
and addition processor concurrently controlled with an addition processor through a single 
fingertip operation. Accordingly, the combination of this reference with DeVitt et al. (U.S. Pat. 
No. 5,212,733) cannot yield or disclose the subject matter of this application. 
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Applicants have forwarded pages from a catalog to show that the instant invention (see 
page 28) which has been accepted in the industry which shows that the invention has met with 
widespread success in the U.S. The success of the device shows a high level of acceptance 
which would be inconsistent with any assertion that the invention was obvious under 35 US.C. § 
103. Accordingly, the Examiner is asked to reconsider any conclusion of obviousness in light of 
this demonstration of a widespread acceptance of the invention. 

In view of the above amendment, applicant believes the pending application is in 
condition for allowance. 

Applicant believes no fee is due with this response. However, if a fee is due, please 
charge our Deposit Account No. 22-0185, under Order No. 20162-00572-US from which the 
undersigned is authorized to draw. 

Dated; October 6, 2004 Respectfully submitted, 




George R. Pettit, Reg. No. 27,369 
CONNOLLY BOVE LODGE & HUTZ LLP 
1990 M Street, N.W.. Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20036O425 
(202)331-7111 
(202) 293-6229 (Fax) 
Attorney for Applicant 
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